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Basic Patent Application Filing Flowchart
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Written Invention Description,
is prepared (called an Invention
Disclosure).

A 4

Invention Disclosure explains invention
functionality and identifies features
thought to be unique, and/or non-
obvious.

If patent application not
feasible, process ends.
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If patent protection feasible and
requested, a Draft Patent
Application is prepared.

Components of Patent Application are
compiled, and a Draft Patent Application
prepared.

$

A 4

Draft Patent Application reviewed
by client, if approved, and
appropriate fees paid, Patent
Application filed and invention
becomes “Patent Pending”.

Prior to filing the Patent Application,
outstanding fees (Patent Guild fees
and USPTO fees) must be paid.

Note, the actual fees charged to perform the various tasks depend upon several factors such as the complexity of the invention,
preliminary work already performed, and time constraints, among other things.

Note this flowchart only generally covers Filing the Patent Application, other procedures and costs are involved in the complete process of
Obtaining and Maintaining the Patent and there is never a guarantee a patent will be issued.
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